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Photo by Lance Cpl. Brian L. Lewis
Marines with Company B, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, patrol through the city of Rutbah. Patrols are routinely sent out in
efforts to locate, prevent and disrupt any insurgent activity in the area. Patrols are vital in combating the enemy threat in Iraq.

Marines make presence known in Rutbah
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ByLanceCpl.BrianL.Lewis  fromthem”
2rdMaineDivison TheMarineshavemedestrenu-
Ture in ouseffortstobringsafety tothearea
RUTBAH, Irag—-Marinesfrom  for themsdves aswell asthelragi
on cable Company B, 1¢Battdion, 2ndMa-  people
nel 80 rineRegiment, Tesk Force Tarawa, “Bravo Company isherefor one
Chen areleavingamarkint reason, a, egping mission,”
leavi kintheheartsand peacekeeping miss
mindsof theditizens. said 1¢t Sgt. Ramon M. Nash, the
Thecompany, havingbeeninthe  company first sergeant. “We are
Che(.:k out the areafor only afew months, hesno-  heretoprotect theinnocent and one
MarineCorps ticedachangeinthepeople'satti- - of our biggestconcemsistolaok aut
Web site: tudetoward codition forces. for not just our own, but thelragi
. : “Thepeopleherearehdpingus  people swefareaswel.”
hep:Awwvusmemil -t omationtretisvil” sye | Thecompenyishavingrotioutle
o theMCLB Capt. BrentH.McClellan, thecom-  kespingthat promisetothepeople,
Bardow Web steat:  Pany commanding officer. “Espe-  asparolsarekeptonaroutinebasis
dally,eversncethelrag policewere  dlowing Marinestocongtantly be
https/Awbamusreml/ - putinplace, we vehadfull support  searching for anything that could

bring harmtothearea.

“Wearelookingoutfor them,ad
because of thiswe have been well
accepted,” Nash said. “Unfortu-
natdy, wesometimeshavetointer-
rupttheir daily routinesfor asearch,
forexample butthey understandthet
itisonlyintheir bestinterest.”

Themissionhasbeenhighly suc-
cessful Sncether ariva, and has
only hitafewbumpsaongtheroad.

“Wehavereceved someprob-
lemsinthedity, but nothing | would
haveconddered dedingwiththein-
aurgency,” McCldlansad.“ Rutbeh,
likeany ather dity, hescarimindls and
| bievethatiswhat thoseproblems
havebeen.”

Havingmet congtant success the
company lookstoward abright fu-
turefor thestabilization of thecity
and thesurrounding aress.

“Themainideaishopingtoturn
over theentireareato the protec-
tion of thelragi police, who have
done an amazing job, but are not
quitereedy,” McCldlansaid.“ Until
then, wewill continuetomaintain
security intheareafor thessfety of
thelragis”

Task Force Tarawais part of
Regimental Combat Team 2, a
Marine Corpscommand respon-
sblefor morethan 30,000 square
milesand5500Marines sdlorsand
ldiersinirag sAl Anbar Province
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Comments, questions or concerns
filed with the base | nteractive Cus-
tomer Service Evauation system are
automatically routed to the service
provider, and the service provider
can respond directly. To accessthe
ICE Web site, visit the MCLB
Barstow Web site located at:
www.mclbonline.barstow.usmc.mil
and click the ICE logo.

Thisweek’ sICE corner featuresaques-
tionconcamingpricesa theOasisClul' sBum
Y our Own Steek Niight
Customer’s Comments:

| amredly curiousastotherecentincrease
inthepriceof thesteeksonBurn'Y our Own
Stesk at the OasisClub. Thepricewent up
from$8to$11.50 for membersand $13.50
for non-members | redizethat thenumbers
havedgnificantly reduced sincefootbe | sea
onisover butfor thefew andfaithful patrons
eventhoughwearesmal in number, | fed
that thispriceincresseisunwarranted. The

Sesksarebought at thecommissary mainly
fromthefrozen meet sectionfor $3-$4each
andtotumaroundandcherge$11.50- $1350
eechisabsolutdy ridiculous Thereseems
tobeno Customer Service/Customer Loy-

didn't even cover the cost of the stesk.
Alsowejustwereauditedby HQonthe
dubandonedf therecommendationswas
torasethepricesacrosstheboard. We
aretryingtoholdthepriceto$11.50for

atyforanythingthatismanagedby MCCS. members, whenyousee$4for thestesk

! thisdoesnotindudepotatoes, Sde, sdlad,

Manager Response: drink, cishes andithebiggesteqergel A-
Thankyoufortakingthetimetoemalus  BOR.

thiswasnot anessy thingfor ustodo. This
pricechangehasbeen along timecoming.
The$8wewerechargingwasnot enough
to cover the cost and when you figurein
membershuy oneget onefor hdf price This

So,if thereisanisueof cusomer -
viceandloyalty you canssewework to
kegpthepriceslow, and every dollar thet
MCCSmakesgoeshack toMaineQud-
ity of life

Chaplain’s Corner
|s freedom worth a sweet potato

By Lt. TavisLong
Bas=Cheplan

The British General Banastre
Tarlton, was chasing the American
patriot Francis Marion through the
swampsof South Carolinaduringthe
American War for Independence.
General Marion was masterful at
staying concealed in the swamps,
only emerging long enough for quick
attacks on the British. He would
then retreat back into the swamps
before the British could react. Gen-
eral Marion’s fame quickly spread
earning him the name, the “ Swamp
Fox.”

Soon, the British became exasper-
ated with General Marion and sent
General Tarlton, by order of Lord
Cornwallis, to meet Marion asking
for ameeting under awhite flag of
truce.

General Marion agreed to the con-
ference, and sent an armed escort to
aprearranged sight to meet the Brit-
ish general. Upon the meeting,
Marion’s men blindfolded the British
general and his aides and led them
through the swamp to where General

Marion was en-
camped.

The two gener-
als demonstrated
their mutual re-
spect for each
other, and the i
meeting  soon . 2
turned into a conference regardin
tactics of war.

General Tarlton insisted that the
rebels acknowledge the barbarity of
their tacticsin guerillawarfare and
that they only fight the customary
“gentlemen’swar” which included
the two armies meeting in an open
field and firing at each other at point-
blank range.

Knowing hewas outhumbered and
outgunned, to fight in theways of the
Old World would meant certain an-
nihilation; so, General Marionrefused
to succumb to the visiting general’ s
wishes. Thetwo finally realized they
were at an impasse and the British
general stood up requesting to be
returned to hiscamp.

However, it wastimefor evening

See CHAPLAIN Page 8

Catholic Mass

9:30 - 11:30 am. English

Chapel St. Joseph's Catholic Church Sunday 9:00 am.
h 505 E. Mt. View Barstow Jewish Services
Services Sundays, 7:30 am. Misa En Espanol Call 2520148

Protestant Services

for more information

Justdoingmy job...

t bypl. Quentin Grog
Kristy Madrid, recreational attendant, cwipes down workout equipment in the base
gym. Madrid, a Barstow native, has worked on base for three months, two of which
were at the gym. She enjoys working out and likes the atmosphere at her workplace.
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Barstow 4th of July
Celebration

The City of Barstow re-
vealed plansfor its 10th an-
nual 4th of July Fireworks
Spectacular at the Robert A.
Sessions Memorial
Sportspark.

The free community cel-
ebration day will include a
jam-packed day of activi-
ties. Featuresof thisyear's
event include giant inflatable
water attractions, two giant
bounce houses and, of
course, "The American
Journey" fireworks spec-
tacular as the culmination of
the day'sevents.

The celebration will take
place on Wednesday, July 4,
at the sportspark.

Theeventisaway for the
City of Barstow to thank its
residents for their success-
ful recycling and trash diver-
sion efforts.

The day will beginwith a
free 5K Freedom Walk/Run.
The men and boys' race
startsat 7:30 a.m. with the
women and girls' race start-
ing at 7:45 am.

The City will provide
prizes to the winners and
free refreshments after the
run/walk. Sign-upswill start
at 7 am. in the parking lot
of the Sportspark.

Other highlights of the
day include a fireworks
show set to music simul cast
on KDUC 94.3 FM; a
"Battle of the Karaoke
Champions" competition; a
Kids Talent Show, courtesy
of the Barstow Library's
Summer Reading program;
the announcement of the
winners of the Re-Create
Art contest (entry form
availableonthe City'sweb
site, City Hall, Desert Dis-
covery Center and Burrtec
Waste Industries).

Freetransportation ispro-
vided by MV Transit from
remote sitesto the event at
2800 Mayor Katy Parkway

in Barstow. The gates will
open at 2 p.m. and close af-
ter thefireworksat around
10p.m.

For moreinformation, con-
tact the City of Barstow at
256-3531 or visit thecity's
web site at
www.barstowca.org for a
complete list of the day's
events.

Commissary Hours
The base commissary will
be open July 4 from 9:30
am. until 6 p.m.

Parking Lot Closures

Thefollowing parking lots
are scheduled for upcoming
maintenance:

Monday - west side of
Building 15 and the Oasis
Club.

Tuesday - east side of
Building 15 and the Oasis
Club.

Employees should expect
delays and should adjust
time going to their place of
business accordingly.

Drivers are advised to
take caution when driving in
construction zones and ob-
serve the instructions from
flagmen and construction
signs.

Please direct any ques-
tions or concerns to Gio
Galacgac, Public Works
577-5822.

Commissioning
Packages

For those Marinesfilling
out officer packages, the
deadlinefor Broadened Op-
portunity For Officer Selec-
tionand Training and Marine
Enlisted to Commissioning
Education Program pack-
ages must beturnedinto the
base adjutant no later than
today.

Housing Demolition
Fencing has been placed
around the areasthat are be-
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ing prepared for demolition
(Desert View and Club
Street).

Everything within the
fenced area belongs to the
contractor.

In Desert View, this
fenced areaisnot only slated
for demolition but itisalso
where the new housing units
will be constructed.

After construction and
when the rest of the hous-
ing personnel are moved out
of the non-fenced area,
those housing units will be
demolished.

Club Street housing will
be demolished and recon-
structed in place for the
most part.

For questions or concerns,
contact the Public Works
Officer, Capt. Teddy
Gilmore, at 577-6369.

Dig permit
Before digging on the
base, aproper dig permitis
required.
To obtain a dig permit

contact Charles Perkins at
Installation and Logistics
Department building 198,
(760) 577-6739 who will then
forward it through the
proper channels.

Although requests should
be turned in 14 days prior,
beforeyou start digging (as
stated in BO 11010), an
emergency hardcopy re-
quest may be walked
through.

In that case, the request
is walked through from
Charles Perkins to Rick
Wiley, Environmental Divi-
sion and Communications
Division, with a copy going
to Perkins.

Student Hires

Student Hires (Federal
Employee's) are not autho-
rized to operate Govern-
ment-owned or |eased com-
mercial or administrative
use vehicles, unless they
have documented evidence
of having completed aDriv-
ers Improvement Course

(this course is NOT re-
ceived through the high
school drivers course or tak-
ing the standard driving li-
cense test).

MCO 11240.66D states
that "Licensed applicants
less than 26 years of age
must possess documented
evidence of successful
completion of aDriver'sIm-
provement Course."

For guestions, concerns
or how to obtain proper
documentation (DIC license)
please contact Installation
and L ogistics Department,
Tim Hutzley at (760) 577-
6759.

Editor's Note

“News Briefs’ are de-
signed to disseminateinfor-
mation to the MCLB
Barstow community. Any
submissionsto beusedinthe
paper should bereceived Fri-
daysby noonfor thefollow-
ing week’s issue. Submit
briefs via e-mail to
BSTW_PAOLIST@usmcmil.
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I am the flag of the United States of America

By Ruth Apperson Rous

| am the flag of the United States of America.

| was born on June 14,1777, in Philadel phia.

There the Continental Congress adopted my
starsand stripes as the national flag.

My thirteen stripes alternating red and white,
with aunion of thirteen white starsin afield of
blue, represented a new constellation, anew na-
tion dedicated to the personal and rellglous lib-
erty of mankind.

Today fifty starssignal from my union, one for
each of the fifty sovereign statesin the greatest
constitutional republic the world has ever known.

My colors symbolize the patriotic ideals and
spiritual qualities of the citizens of my country.

My red stripes proclaim the fearless courage
and integrity of American men and boysand the
self-sacrifice and devotion of American moth-
ers and daughters.

My white stripes stand for liberty and equal-
ity for all.

My blueisthe blue of heaven, loyalty, and
faith.

| represent these eternal principles: liberty, jus-
tice, and humanity.

| embody American freedom: freedom of

speech, religion, assembly, the press, and the
sanctity of the home.

| typify that indomitable spirit of determina-
tion brought to my land by Christopher. Colum-
busand by all my forefathers- the Pilgrims, Pu-
ritans, settlersat Jamestown and Plymouth.

| am asold as my nation.

| am-aliving symbol of my.nation's law: the
Constitution of the United States and the Bill of
Rights.

| voice Abraham Lincoln's philosophy: "A gov-
ernment of the people, by the people,for the
people."

| stand guard over my nation's schools, the
seedbed of good citizenship and true patriotism.

| am displayed in every schoolroom through-
out my nation;every school yard hasaflag pole
formy display.

Daily thousands upon thousands of boys and
girls pledge their all egiance to me and my coun-
try.

| have my own law—Public Law 829, "The
Flag Code" - which definitely states my correct
use and display for all occasions and situations.

| have my special day, Flag Day. June14is
set aside to honor my birth.

Americans, | am the sacred emblem of your

country. | symbolize your birthright, your heri-
tage of liberty purchased with blood and sorrow.

|'am your title deed of freedom, whichisyours
to enjoy and hold in trust for posterity:

If you fail to keep this sacred trust inviolate,
if | am nullified and destroyed, you and your chil-
dren will become slavesto dictators and despots.

Eternal vigilanceisyour price of freedom.

Asyou see me silhouetted against the peace-
ful skies.of my country, remind yourself that |
am the flag of your country, that | stand for what
you are - no more, no less.

Guard mewell, lest your freedom perish from
the earth.

Dedicate your lives to those principles for
which | stand: "One nation under God, indivis-
ible, with liberty and justice for all."

| was created in freedom. | made my first ap-
pearance in a battle for human liberty.

God grant that | may spend eternity in my "land
of the free and the home of the brave" and that |
shall ever be known as"Old Glory," the flag of
the United States of America

Editor’ s Note: Thiswriting was reprinted by
www.usflag.or g in dedication to the flag of the
United States of America.
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U.S. Inaependance Day
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Every Marine arifleman, MC
return fire on recently renova

Sory and photoshby
LanceCpl.Josh Carmona
Combat Correspondent

Sunrise. The sounds of
5.56mm ball round ammuni-
tion shrieking signals of
impending ruin sound like
nothing morethantiny pops
to motoristslistening to the
radio whiletraveling along
Interstate 40 through

Barstow. What motorists
don’'t know isMarines
aboard base are getting back
to business, the busi ness of
riflemarksmanship.
September 2005, shots
aboard the Known Distance
Rifle Range gave way to the
rumbleof construction, but
the range renovation was
plagued by setbacksand
obstacles. Therange was

Sgt. Clinton Inness, rifle marksmanship coach, shows that

steel sharpens steel by helping a shooter develop good
shooting skills on the range. Inness was assisted by fel-

low rifle coach Lance Cpl. LanceMichael Akimseu.

Barsiay Log

rebuilt to include new
equipment, bigger bermsand
a25-yardlinefor the second
table of rifle qualification,
combat marksmanship, said
Staff Sgt. Michael Woods,
base range manager.

Woods said one of the
major delaysintherange's
construction was dueto an
original inhabitant of the KD
range, the Desert Tortoise.

Roundsfroman M16A2
Service Rifletravel around
150,000 feet per minute
according to the Marine
Corpsonlinefact files. The
desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on the other hand
moves at astunning 17.6
feet per minute, needlessto
say, the hurry up and wait
policy of theMarine Corps

had to wait acoupleyearsto

ensurethe safety of the
threatened tortoise. The most
extreme caution was taken
during the construction
process, said Woods.
Protective signswere

A Marine aims in at a moving target duringthe second half of the qualification process. Ma-

TR
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rines on base learned proper shooting techniques in combat situations. The combat marks-

manship took place on the last day of the rifle range training. Marines had to qualify on the

combat marksmanship and on the known distance range to fulfill their training requirements.

postedin the
area; protective
fencenetting
was put in place
alongtheperim- [
eter all to ensure
the safety and i
longevity of one
of theMojave
Desert’ soldest
residents.

LanceCpl.
Brian Rowl,
Chaplain’s
assistant had
long awaited the
completion of
therange.

“| wanted to
excel inbeing a

_B riflemen
ed rifle range

Lance Cpl. James Morgan, K-9, receives rounds

rifleman because for pre-qualification practice. The rifle qualifica-

oneday I'd like
tobearifleand
pistol coach,” said Rowl. “If
| didn’t want to be the best,
I’djoin another service.”

Rowl formerly qualified
asasharpshooter and after
the courseheisnow an
expert shooter.

Rowl said heusedrifle
marksmanship fundamentals
to achieve ahigh shooting
score. Fundamentals were
taught to the Marines by
Barstow’ sownrifle marks-
manship coaches.

Lance Cpl. LanceMichael
Akimseu, marksmanship
coach, said hewasim-
pressed with the Marines
performances while on the
range.

“Everyonedid well, paid
attentionin classand applied
proper fundamentals,” said
Akimseu.

He said the fundamentals
of shooting teach Marine
shootersto control the
body’ s natural movement
and breathing patternstofire
an aimed shot.

Akimseu said firing
accurately isn’t an easy feat
by any means. Shooters
must be ableto shoot accu-
rately from the standing,

tion teaches Marines good shooting skills that
will protect them when deployed all over the world.

kneeling, sitting and prone
positions and from the 200,
300 and 500-yard lines.

Tableoneof riflequalifi-
cationisamix of slow fire,
where Marines can test
marksmanship from difficult
firing positions, and rapid
fire, where Marines test
their skill with ashorter time
limit.

Tabletwo qudlification
evauatestheMarine's
abilitiestofirein acombat
situation. The combat
marksmanshipisfired from
amuch closer distanceto
thetarget, the 25-yard line.

Rowl and Akimseuwere
proud to be a part of the
first rifle course aboard the
base’ s new range, and hope
that there will bemore
coursesinthefuture.

“There’ sarush shooting
therifle, there’ sno other
feelinglikeitintheworld,”
said Rowl.
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1cs ushe Mainesin Paru

By Mgj. Dan Huvane
HeadquartersMarineCorps

ANCON, Peru--Marinesandsailors
deployedin South Americacontinuetoen-
rethet complicatedandpotentially curm-
bersomelogisicsdonatdow downthemeany
movemeantsof Spedd PurposeMaineAir-
Ground Tesk Force24thisexerdse.

Fdlowingatimey andefficientloading
of the USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) in
Iquique, Chile, Jne10, theMainesendsal-
orsof SPMAGTF 24 and Commander
Degtroyer Squadron 40 conducted asuc-
ocesul offloed of Marines vehidesand gesr
ontothebeacha Ancon, Peru, by Landing
Craft Unit. Now that samelogisticscgpa:
bility issupporting multipleconvoystothe
fiddfor trainingwith Peru’ sInfanteriade
Maing, or MaineCorps.

“WehaveindligantandcgpebleMarines
thatwerebadcdly onautopilot,” ssid Capt.
ShawnD. Tysonof Bettendarf, lowa, logis-
ticsofficerfor SPMAGTF24.“Wehada
goodplanladout, andguyssmply executed
ontheir own. Mainesfigureitout,” added
Tyson, thelngpector-Indructor of Generd
SupportMaintenanceCompearny, 4thMain-
tenance Battalion, 4th Marine Logidtics
GroupinRock Idand, Il

Comprisadof dementsof 24thMarine
Regiment and attachmentsfrom Marine
ForoesResaveandather units SPMAGTF
24isdeployedinsupport of Patnershipof
theAmericas2007, anannud exerdsecon+
ductedtoincreaseregiond security andco-
operation among netions of theWestern
Hemighere

Gunnery Sgt.
BrianM. Paulsen

of Cdecamp,Mo,
hasserved asact-
ingofficerindherge
of the"Boat Rid-
as’ Maineswho
stay onboard the
shipthroughouta
deployment to
mantainandpos-
tion vehides and

equipment, since
boarding the Pearl
Harbor in SanDi-
€go on March 3.
He and his seven
Marinestrandted
thePanamaCand and meadeport cdlsin
Penama, Brazil and Argenting, evensailing
throughthe Straitsof Magdllan, beforethe
rest of SPMAGTF 24 met the shipin
Vdpaas,Chle

“Bvaybodywesdidking, movingfestand
working well with one another,” said
Paulsen, now returning dateside, of there-
centorcadand off-loadevautions.“The
youngMarinesdidn'tneedtobetoldmuch
—they wereproactive, not reective”

Saf Sot. Danud J. Dempsey of Ithaca,
N.Y ., motor transport chief for SPMAGTF
24, will pick uptheduty of embark repre-
sentaiveaboardshipwhenthevehidesare
loaded back onboard. Hepointed out thet
theoffloada Anconwasaocoomplishedwith
asmal number of Marines who were
nesded for multipletrips, duetothegapbe
tweenonegroup of Maineresavistiswho

Photo by Mg. Dan Huvane
Marines of Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force
24 embark onboard the USS Pearl Harbor (LSD-52) in Iquique,
Chile, fortransitto Peru. SPMAGTF 24 is deployedin sup-
portof Partnership ofthe Americas 2007, anannual exercise
conducted to increase and improve regional security and
cooperation among nations of the Western Hemisphere.

hadreturedhomeandancther
whohadnatyetamivedinSouth
Ameica
“I'mpretty impressed, given
thelack of manpower andthe
rotatingof thedrivers thatwe
medeitwork,” sadDempsey.
“Someof useven had to get
waet, duetothedfficulty injudg-
ingthewaveswhenrushingto
getbackontheLCU.”
Theavaldbledivars mem-
bers of the core staff of
SPMAGTF24, eechmaneged
todriveavenideontotheLCU
fromtheship’ swell deck, ride
thecrafttoshore, driveit off
ontothelandingbeech, joina
convoy tothebase, sagethe
vehide, catcharideback tothe
beach, thenboardanLCU re-
turningtotheshiptodoitall
over aganwithanotherwave.
Ornedriverwhomedethree

Photo by Sgt. Justin Park

Vehicles of Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force 24
conduct a successful offload from the USS Pearl Harbor (LSD-
52) by Landing Craft Unit on the beach at Ancon. SPMAGTF 24
is deployed in support of Partnership of the Americas 2007, an
annual exercise conducted to increase and improve regional se-
curity and cooperation among nations of the Western Hemisphere.

suchtripswasSgt. Anthony A. Davisof
Harlem,N.Y ., chief of theSecureMobile
Anti-jam Religble Tacticd Termind. He
gpokeof the challengesfaced inaday of
offlcedingmuitipleheavy vehides not leesgt
of whichwasmaintaningoontrd of aseven:

tontruck whenmaking narrow turnsthat

theminivanlesdingtheway canessly navi-

gae

“Nattekingoutatdephonepale thetwes
achdlenge” sad Davis, who serves as
SVIART-T chief andtrainingnoncommis-
soneddfficera CommunicationsComparyy,
HeedquatersBattdion, 4thMaineDivison
inCindinneti, Ohio.“Butmog challenging
wasmekinganamphibiouslandingwitha
SMART-T,whichisneverredly done Once
thewater reachesthetailgate, it becomes
deacHinedandof nousetousat dl.”

“Thekey tosucoesswascorrect, proper
planning—havingenough drivassintheright
placeat theright time, and ensuring those
driversarecapableof operaingthoseve
hides” added Davis

Priortoembarkingontheship, Paulsen
wasregponsiblefor supervisngthetrans-
portationof vehidesand gear fromKansas
City, homeof 24thMaineRegmat, toSn
Diego. Thereweredsovehidesand geer
tobegathered from other unitsacrossthe
country, from Sed Beach, Cdif.,toNew
Orleans, andtheloading of thosevehides
ontotheshipby LCUinCoronadoBay. The
task of escorting thevehidesthroughthe
remaningdeploymentandbecktotheship's
homeport, thendigpersngthemtotheir units,
will shifttoDempsey.

“Thefind gear turnrinisachdlenge”
said Dempsey, who spent over threeyears
withthe31s MarineExpeditionary Unitin
COkinawvaworkingembarkaionissues “We
can't work on our desired schedule, but
whatever ittakesto get thejob donesafdly,
well doit”
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supper and General Marion
insisted on the general join-
ing himfor dinner. Thegen-
eral agreed and the two sat
down to eat.

The meal consisted of a
single sweet potato served
on a bark plate. General
Marioninsisted that the Brit-
ish befed first and then his
men; he and his officers
would eat what was remain-
ing. Knowingthat therewere
not enough potatoesto feed
everyone, General Marion
secretly gave ordersto place
arock in the coalsto fill the
guota of potatoes.

Upon serving the meal,
General Marion had therock
placed on hisown plate and
“pretended” to pick at it
throughout the meal asif he
were not hungry. But, Gen-
eral Tarlton was not fooled.

The visiting general was
sointrigued by thisdisplay of
courtesy that he asked Gen-
eral Marion why he was so
dedicated to awar that they
appeared to belosing.

He could not fathom the
loyalty to acause and army
that provided only sweet po-
tatoesto eat. So, he asked
General Marion exactly how
much money he was being
paidto fight asaContinen-
tal officer.

General Marion looked at
thevisitor and replied that he
was being paid nothing. In
fact, none of hismen were
being paid. Then, when
asked why he continued to
fight for no pay, General
Marionwithapatriotic pride
inhisvoicesaid, “Because
we want to be free; and that
is payment enough.”

General Tarlton was so
impressed by thisthat he set

his potato to the side and re-
fusedtoeat. Thevisitor once
again expressed his appre-
ciationfor the hospitality and
asked to be returned to his
camp.

When Tarlton returned to
his quarters, heimmediately
picked up aquill and paper
and by candlelight he wrote
aletter to Lord Cornwallis.
Intheletter he stated that the
Americans would never be
defeated if they maintained
the same dedication asfound
in General Marion and his
men.

Accompanied with hislet-
ter he sent hisletter of res-
ignationfromtheRoya Army
and asked that he immedi-
ately bereturned to England.

There is a plethora of
great stories commemorating
theloyalty, patriotism, and
dedication of those who
fought to give usthe freedom

we enjoy. Our American
History isfilled with testimo-
nies of men and women who
were dedicated to the cause
of freedom. This coming
week wewill be celebrating
our nation’shirthday.

The United States of
Americawill beturning 231
yearsold. For 231 yearswe
have celebrated being afree
people. However, do not let
this4th of July be merely a
birthday celebration, but an
opportunity to recognizethe
hand of God that has been
placed on thisnation.

God has bl essed this na-
tion. The dedication of men
like General FrancisMarion
has enabled our great land to
truly betheland of opportu-

nity.
Many like to use the old
cliché, “God Bless

America’; but what doesthat
really mean? Are they

merely wordsor do they have
ameaning? Has God really
blessed America? History
has proven that he has. So,
have you taken the time to
thank him for theliberty he
has entrusted you?

Because we have been
blessed we no longer haveto
eat only sweet potatoes, live
in a swamp, and get paid
nothing for our dedicationto
the plight of freedom.

I am reminded of the
words on our Liberty Bell.
The words come from the
Holy Bible. It says, “Pro-
claim liberty throughout all
theland unto all theinhabit-
ants thereof.” (Leviticus
25:10).

Everyday, thank God for
theliberty that has been pro-
claimedto our land. Cherish
it and protect it, and when
the time comes—fight to
keepit.




Bowling Center Update

If you have not received a“First
Game Free” Bowling coupon stop
by one of the MCCS facilities to-
day. These coupons are available
to all MCLB patronsfrom June 22
through July 20. The coupon will
bevalid for one free game of bowl-
ing at the newly remodel ed Bowl-
ing Center. Bowling hours are
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday and Sun-
day 10 am. to 5 p.m. For more
information, contact James Amosat
577-6264.

Swimming Lessons
The Oasis Pool isnow open for

Community
Services
Barstow

the season, and is offering swim-
ming lessons. The first session
began Monday and will go through
July 6. With various skill levels of-
fered thereisaclassto fit every-
one.

For moreinformation, call 577-
6971.

Days of operation are Tuesday
through Sunday from1lam.to7
p.m. Lap swimming goesfrom 11
a.m.to1lp.m., with open swim-
ming from 1 p.m.

Pricing isasfollows:

Season passes are $30 for Indi-
viduals, $90 for afamily of four,
with each additional child $7.50.

Monthly passes are $15 for in-
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dividuals, $35 for afamily of four,
with each additional child $3.75
Daily Lap Swimming—Free
Ages 2 through 10 — Full Day
$1.50
Ages 11 and up — Full Day $2
Guest — Full Day $2.50

“Let’s Talk”
New Parent Support Program

Upcoming dates and topicsfor
the“Let’'sTak” seriesare asfol-
lows: July 10, Toilet Training; July
17, Temper Tantrums; July 24,
When to call a Doctor; July 31,
Effective Discipline, and August 7
- 28, Keeping pace with growth and
development. The seriesisbeing
presented by Marine & Family Ser-
vices, on Tuesdaysfrom 1:30to0 3
p.m. at the Base Library, room 100.

All formalities are set aside and
the group will view video presen-
tationsin arelaxed atmosphere.

Some of the topics will cover
how children develop from one to
six years, child safety, agerelated
behavior, effective discipline and
many more.

So stop by and share a fun af-
ternoon, meeting with other parents

or soon to be parents.
For moreinformation, contact
Mr. Thomas Addison at 577-6533.

July 4th
All American Barbecue

Looking for afun filled way to
spend the afternoon of July 4? Stop
by the Oasis Pool for an “All
American Barbecue,” from1to 4
p.m.

Wewill be offering at no charge,
(That'sRight — 1T’ S FREE!) open
swimming along with afull barbe-
cue menu.

Lots of fun for the family and
you will still get homeintimeto
enjoy thelocal fireworks display.
For moreinformation see the post-
ers throughout the installation, or
call 577-5893.

Family Dining
June menu for Family Diningis:
Tonight June 28 - No Family
Dining, due to special event
Remember, make Family Din-
ing Night atraditional night out, and
let usdo the dishes!
For moreinformation, contact
the Oasis Club at 577-6432.
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FURNITURE Futon Bunk Bed, white. $150. Call
256-2434 or 784-4089

AUTO 1997 Nissan Maxima with 104K miles,
new tires, taken care of, good condition. A/C,
power windows. Beige color, automatic. Asking
$4,000. Call 252-2441

ENTERTAINMENT Oak Veneer entertainment cen-
ter, fits a 32", shelves for audio with glass doors,
2 drawers, pullout video cassette rack, storage
compartment with door. $450 call. Call 255-4205.



